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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — AISHWARYA ASWATH 
526. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
The Minister for Health stated that it would take 10 weeks for an inquiry to report back on the tragic death of 
Aishwarya Aswath, and when he missed his own deadline, he said that the report would be finalised in mid-September. 
Given that it is now mid-September, where is the report into this tragic event? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I noted the venom from the member for Cottesloe earlier in his speech on the budget. Such was his anger that 
he would not even turn to the issue of the budget. He spewed forth about electoral reform in Western Australia 
and the outrage that a government would want to contemplate restoring democracy to this state, yet I find that 
members opposite have got just one question on the issue that we would think is the most important of the day. 
It is extraordinary. 
The member for Vasse has asked about an important issue, which, if she had approached me outside this chamber, 
I would have been very happy to reply to because this is a very sensitive issue. As I explained last time, there are 
delays in relation to the investigation into the death of Aishwarya, and that is because of the border arrangements 
between different states. Our team has been working very quickly both in quarantine by utilising virtual communication 
services and now on the ground, and it is considering its reports. I think the team is coming to some early conclusions, 
but it would be mid to late September before we get an actual formal report from it. 
We will make sure, obviously, that Aishwarya’s family receive that report first and foremost, and we will give them 
time to consider that report and speak with the investigators so that they can continue to make sense of the untold 
heartache that they must be feeling in relation to this. This is a sensitive issue. It is not one that we will rush. It is 
one that we will step through carefully and sensitively and with compassion. 
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